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VINCENTO DALTA THE CAZETTE
Conporec president lean Beaudoin says the firm's Teronto deal paves the way for similar pacts with other Canadian cities.

Montreal company’s technology can reduce landfill and turn
organic material into compost; City of Toronto is firm'’s latest client

The future of waste

MIKE KING
THECAZETTE

GREL-TRACY - The sweet smell of
snceess was 1 years in the making
for Groupe Conporee [ne, 2 Mon-
freal wastemanagement firm,

It took that long for the company ste-
cezefully to adagt o 40-vear-old compost-
{ng systam developed in France for twse
in North American climates,

“The system didn't work (here) at
firat," company president Jean Beau-
doin recalled, “Tt didn’t compost and it
amelied.”

During the last two years, however,
the system “hes been doing what it
shotild - composting - and the odour is
under eontral”

Besldes the $12:million sorting and
composting plant built in Sorel-Tracy

with private money in 1992, Conporec
apent appraximately 46 million mons ob
research mnd development,

That resulted i naw tachnology that
can rednce landflling by between 75 and
80 per cent, and reclalm as mach as 100
per cent of the organic content and firn
it into compost.

The technology camght the attention
of Toronto civic lzaders, who entered in-
to & one-year pilot project with the Ghie-
hec eompany

The test period ended recently ami
last weel, Toronto Conpores a
contract valued at ag much as $21.6 mil-
Hiem: $12.6 millton over three years with
a twoyear extenston worth en addition-
al 83,1 million

Tnder the pilot project, teo to four
trucks of waste per week arrived from
Toronto, That will now change to twe

frueks a dag:

“This coniract with the city of Teron.
to paves the way far slmilar sgrecments
with municipalities in Canada loaking
{0 trensfiem organic weste nto @ value-
added and maretable product,” Baau
tolnsald.

Conparec st month opened tts frst
fucility outalde the provines, o $25mil
lion Bictory inupstate New York chpable
of processing 41,500 tonmes of waste nn

nialle

Work is alan being completed on ths
g27-million modernization of an axist
ing building In suborbn Prris that be
pimning risst vear will handle ps much
s 57,000 tonnes

Beaudoin sald he's in negotiations for
more feeilithes.
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Conporec president Jean Beaudoin says the company's bioreactor
handles an annual average of one tonne of compostable waste |

Seme waste also arrives in trucks from Toronto.

Conporec | Recycling
is popular — as an idea

CONTIMUED FROM B1

At least three new fapilities
would be in the US§., three or
four more in France and one in
Australia,

“Onr goal is also to open a
plant in Ontario (to serve Toron-
toand nearby York).”

Conporec has patents for its
technology in 40 countries.

In July Conporee completed a
reverse takeover with SLC Capi-
tal Ine. and went public as 4 cap-
ital pool company: It is listed on
the TSX Venture Exchange.

Conporec's first customer was
the Bas Richelieu Municipal Re-
gional Couneil, which includes
Sovel-Tracy, about 80 Kilometres
nartheast of Montreal,

They entered into a two-
decare deal two years before the
plant was built, Although the
deal doesn’t expire until 2010, ne-
potiations already are under Way
torenew for another 20 years.

During those first two years,
Conpores colleeted garbage and
transported the refase to a local
landfill

Onee the facility was opened,
without any contribution or fi-
nancing from the MRC, Con-
porec began charging the region-
al eounell a $168 tipping fee per
household.

from each of Bas Richelieu municipality’s 35,000 households, |

Based on an average of one |

tonne of waste for each of the
35,000 honseholds, Conporec was
parning #4.5 million a year
Revenues for this year are ex-
pected to reach 87 million, and as
‘much as $12 million for 2006.

The @uebec government in [

1898 announced waste-reductlon
targets, alming to divert 65 per
cent of all recoverable waste
from landfills by 2008

While munieipalities were
called on to recycle, reuse or
compost 60 per cent of their do-
mestic waste by that deadline,

only the Bas Richelien MRC has |
met the goal to date—achievinga |

rate of 76 per cent, according to
Recy-Quebec.

Denis Boisvert, general man-
ager of the Bas Richelien MRC,
pointed to a Léger Marketing

survey conducted this summer |

that showed 92 per cent of
Buebscers are in favour of recy-
cling, but also found that only
17 per cent of household waste
Is aetually recyeled provinee-
wide.

mking@thegazette.
canwest.com

For mare information, call
(450} 746-9996 or visit
WWW,CONPOrec.com




